SUMMARY In a review of rectal gonorrhoea 73 episodes were studied in 65 homosexual men. The presenting signs and symptoms were carefully noted. Treatment with a single injection of spectinomycin hydrochloride 2 g resulted in a cure rate of 94*5 Gb. The relatively high treatment failure rate associated with rectal gonorrhoea may possibly be due to microbial mechanisms.
Introduction
The continuing high prevalence of venereal and, to a lesser extent, other sexually transmissible diseases in the male homosexual community emphasises the need to review the clinical presentation, microbiology, and treatment of rectal gonorrhoea regularly. The department of genitourinary medicine at the Charing Cross Hospital, London, is attended by an exceptionally large proportion of homosexual patients.
Of 15 (table II) .
Of those who had attended for one or more follow-up visits, three failed to be cured with spectinomycin hydrochloride. The MICs of spectinomycin hydrochloride for the preserved strains of Ngonorrhoeae were 20 mg/l or less (mode 10 mg/i).
Discussion
Since many patients with rectal gonorrhoea are asymptomatic and unreliable in attending for followup, it is important for first-line treatment to be highly effective. This is supported by the recent appearance of P-lactamase-producing strains of N gonorrhoeae in Britain.5 
